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Nadine Moeller

From the beginning of October to mid-December 2010, Nadine Moeller directed the annual 
field season at Tell Edfu in southern Egypt. The new results of this season are described in 
detail in the Tell Edfu project report. In December she participated with Natasha Ayers (PhD 
candidate at NELC, University of Chicago) at the International Nubian Pottery Workshop, 
held in Cairo, which had been organized by the Austrian Archaeological Institute. The paper 
presented during this workshop is currently being prepared for publication. It focuses on 
the analysis of Nubian pottery from Tell Edfu dating to the late Middle Kingdom and Second 
Intermediate period. 

In February she presented a paper on the latest results from Tell Edfu at the South Sub-
urban Archaeology Society, which was well received. In March she was invited to two study 
days presenting latest research at Tell Edfu in the United Kingdom, one of which was orga-
nized by the Sussex Egyptology Society, at Worthing, and one in London by Ancient World 
Tours, held at University College. 

The exceptional discovery of the seal impressions showing the cartouche of the Hyksos 
ruler Khayan was presented in collaboration with Gregory Marouard at the annual meeting 
of the American Research Center in Egypt, which was held in Chicago at the beginning of 
April. A detailed article about this discovery is currently being prepared by both authors, 
which will be submitted to the peer-reviewed journal Egypt and the Levant.

The substantial article on the results of the 2005–2009 seasons at Tell Edfu has been ac-
cepted for publication by the peer-reviewed Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt 
and is currently in press. During the past winter quarter, Nadine was granted a term of leave 
to focus on her current book project, entitled The Settlements of Ancient Egypt. The aim of this 
monograph is to provide a wide-ranging analysis of different types of settlements, offering a 
viable model for urbanism that will explain the role of towns and cities in ancient Egyptian 
civilization. Further work also continues on the Mendes archives with the help of two NELC 
graduate students, Jessica Henderson and Lindsey Miller. The entire collection of slides will 
be scanned by the end of the summer. They will then be ready to be stored in the archives 
of the Oriental Institute. 

————————————————————

Robert K. Ritner 

On October 6, Robert K. Ritner delivered the opening lecture for the Oriental Institute Mem-
bers’ Lecture Series, providing an illustrated synopsis of six centuries of Egyptian history: 
“The Libyan Anarchy: Egypt and Nubia in the Era from Solomon to Assurbanipal.” The event 
was followed by a book signing for his recent volume of translations from the same era; see 
Ritner’s contribution in the 2009–2010 Annual Report. The following month, Ritner provided 
two lectures for the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, on the theme “Why Mummify? Egyptian 
Religion, Medical Theory and the Funerary Arts” (November 19–20). These lectures, which 
highlighted important and unpublished Houston artifacts, announced Ritner’s catalog (in 
preparation) of the Houston museum’s Egyptian collection. Ritner returned to Texas in Febru-
ary to speak for the North Texas Chapter of the American Research Center in Egypt (Dallas, 
February 12). His lecture, “An American Mummy Tale: The Joseph Smith Papyri,” detailed 
the tragic-comical fate of eleven mummies and several papyri originally found in Thebes in 
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1831, then toured and sold across America from 1833 until the final four, with their papyri, 
were purchased by the Mormons in 1835. One of these papyri would be “translated” by Jo-
seph Smith as the “Book of Abraham.” Ritner’s Dallas lecture was occasioned by his in-press 
volume of a complete edition of the Joseph Smith papyri; see below. 

In April, Ritner participated in the Chicago conference Imagined Beginnings: The Poetics 
and Politics of Cosmogony, Theogony and Anthropogony in the Ancient World, held at the 
Franke Institute for the Humanities. His presentation on April 9 surveyed varying cosmolo-
gies and myths of origin in “Theogonies and Cosmogonies in Egyptian Ritual.” In April and 
May, he delivered two Harper Lectures for the University of Chicago Alumni Association, 
speaking on “Ancient Egyptian Magic: Curses and Love Potions” in Oak Park, Illinois (April 
28) and Evanston, Illinois (May 12).

Ritner’s publications during the academic year included numerous contributions for 
cross-cultural studies. For the online Oriental Institute Persepolis Fortification Tablets series, 
he published “Seals with Egyptian Hieroglyphic Inscriptions at Persepolis” with a companion 
study by Mark Garrison (http://www.achemenet.com/document/2010.002-Garrison&Ritner.
pdf). For Richard Steiner’s volume on Proto-Canaanite Spells in the Pyramid Texts, Ritner served 
as a quoted contributor throughout the volume and provided “Foreword: An Egyptological 
Perspective.” Within Earl Leichty’s volume on Royal Inscriptions of Esarhaddon, Ritner served 
as quoted translator for amphora of Takelot III. In addition, he contributed an entry on an 
archaic “Throwstick” for the Oriental Institute exhibit catalog Before the Pyramids: The Origins 
of Egyptian Civilization, composed an article “Killing the Image: Killing the Essence” for the 
seminar Iconoclasm and Text Destruction in the Ancient Near East and Beyond (held oppo-
site his April lecture for the “Cosmogony and Theogony” conference), and published online 
his study of Egyptian demonology: “An Eternal Curse upon the Reader of These Lines (with 
Apologies to M. Puig).” Ritner’s 2009 Paris lectures were published by the École Pratique des 
Hautes Études: “Religion de l’Égypte ancienne. Conférences de M. Robert K. Ritner, Directeur 
d’études invité: Une introduction à la magie dans la religion de l’Égypte antique.”

Most importantly, Ritner completed the proofreading for his next monograph, The Joseph 
Smith Egyptian Papyri: A Complete Edition (P. JS 1–4 and the Hypocephalus of Sheshonq), to be pub-
lished by the Smith-Pettit Foundation (Salt Lake City). Including a history of the Smith mum-
mies and papyri, comparative transliterations and translations of all the texts, chronological 
analysis of the documents, and discussions of the historicity of Smith’s interpretations of the 
papyri (including a Mesopotamian perspective offered by Christopher Woods), the volume 
offers unique, critical insight into a little-known episode of early American “Egyptomania.” 
The book should be available within the coming academic year. 

When not lecturing, writing, or proofreading, Ritner served on various committees and 
taught five courses on Middle Egyptian hieroglyphs, hieratic, and religious texts from the 
Old Kingdom through the Coptic periods.

————————————————————

Martha T. Roth 

I take great pleasure in reporting that the Chicago Assyrian Dictionary Project has come to a 
successful conclusion (please see separate report). I began working at the Oriental Institute 
as a post-doctoral researcher on the project in 1979, and the CAD has dominated my schol-
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